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Smooth criminal

Recent prosecutions by the Environment Agency have resulted in substantial fines for individuals found guilty of illegally dumping waste tyres. With the high costs involved for cleanup operations linked to illegal dumping, we are likely to see even more prosecutions in the future, but in addition to those guilty of physically dumping the tyres, any workshops complicit in the act may also face prosecution. So why has this situation arisen and how can workshops ensure they avoid fines or a custodial sentence?

Landfill ban

Since 2006, the EU landfill directive completely banned workshops from disposing of their used tyres in landfill sites. For individual workshops, this meant they needed to be able to tap into an infrastructure that helped them stay on the right side of the law. For the industry, it presented a significant challenge of how to dispose of some 45 million used tyres each year.

The solution came in the form of the tyre industry’s Responsible Recycler Scheme (RRS). The scheme is managed by the Tyre Recovery Association which was established in 2004 with the specific task of tackling the challenges associated with end of life tyres.

Today, the scheme is the largest voluntary tyre recovery programme in Europe and ensures that used tyres are collected, handled and reprocessed in line with all UK and European regulations. Independent audits and full traceability mean that tyres handled by RRS member companies can be tracked throughout the disposal chain.

Duty of care

Unfortunately, the illegal collection and dumping of waste tyres is seen as an opportunity for a small number of rogue operators. These unlicensed collectors target workshops and, for a fee, remove the tyres even though they may not be properly authorised to do so. They are unable to provide workshops with a waste transfer note and do not send the tyres to a licensed recycling facility, often dumping them in the countryside.

Under their duty of care obligations, workshops must ensure that they do not support this type of illegal activity. By knowingly consenting to the illegal collection of waste tyres, workshops become complicit in the activity and may face prosecution themselves.

Avoiding rogue operators

To avoid becoming involved in any scam operations, workshops are encouraged to use collectors who are registered with the industry’s Responsible Recycler Scheme. Details of your closest RRS collector can be found by using the postcode search facility on the TRA’s website (www.tyrerecovery.org.uk).

All collectors registered with the scheme are independently audited and can trace all of the tyres they collect and send for reprocessing. They have all been issued with a waste carriers licence, issue workshops with a waste transfer note and send the tyres to a licensed recycling facility. 

Reporting criminal operators

To prevent any further illegal activity and to help stop those committing these crimes, the Environment Agency has recently launched a campaign with the tyre industry to ‘get a grip’ on illegal tyre activities. Under the initiative, workshops are being encouraged to report any information that could indicate illegal tyre activity. All information provided to the Agency is done so in complete confidence.

Workshops with information to report can contact the Environment Agency’s national contact centre on 08708 506 506.

New life from old tyres

Since the ban on landfill disposal, the industry has found many uses for tyres that are recycled in a responsible manner. For example, they are used extensively in synthetic sports pitches, children’s playground surfaces and horse ménage arenas. Their high calorific value also makes them an ideal source of fuel for cement kilns. The Tyre Recovery Association has recently made available a range of promotional materials highlighting how waste tyres are used in other applications along with a summary of workshop’s duty of care responsibilities. To receive copies of the literature, visit the TRA website at www.tyrerecovery.org.uk. 
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	Workshops have a duty of care to prevent used from being illegally dumped
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	45 million tyres are properly recycled each year in the UK through the RRS scheme finding their way in to a wide range of applications such as synthetic sports pitches and children’s playgrounds.
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